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Dear Sir: 

This Reply Brief will address the arguments in the Examiner's Answer which 
require a response. Appellants do not concede that arguments not addressed here are correct 
or accepted. Any arguments not addressed are simply not believed to require a further 
response. 

On page 8, lines 14-15 of the Examiner's Answer, the examiner defines the 
problem in this case as "how to prevent or reduce friction or heat in a rubber article contacted 
by a metal article." To the contrary, the problem addressed in the present application is 
reducing wear on the resin layer due to continued driving on a flat tire, and the Peterson 
reference does not address that problem. Peterson addresses the problem of mounting 



systems that use side rails in a snowmobile. Thus, the common sense of one of ordinary skill 
in the art would not lead him/her to the Peterson reference to address and solve the problem 
of reducing wear on the resin layer due to continued driving on a flat tire. 



Generally, resin layers have a higher lubricity and a smaller hardness than 



metal articles, and accordingly can suppress wear of a run-flat tire which has the resin layer. 
Particularly, the resin layer defined in applicant's claims 1 and 9 also has lubricant- 
containing microcapsules mixed therein, so that it can demonstrate an increased degree of 
lubricity. 



Therefore, when a run-flat tire is in contact with the resin layer, instead of 



when in contact with a metal article, the run-flat tire can run a longer distance without 
undergoing breakage. There is simply no logical connection between this problem with run- 
flat tires and mounting systems for snowmobiles. 



For the foregoing reasons, reversal is respectfully requested, with directions to 



pass this case to allowance. 
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